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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report requests members to set aside the requirement to tender in the 
Contract Procedure Rules in order to allow the award of a contract for online 
legal resources. 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That Strategy & Resources sets aside the requirement to tender in the Contract 
Procedure Rules (Part 4 of the Constitution) to allow the award of a contract for 
online legal resources to LexisNexis: 

3 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 To allow the Council’s legal team to award a contract following seeking quotes 
and assessing the products offered by the two suppliers in the online legal 
resource market. 

4 REPORT 

4.1 The Council’s legal team (and certain other teams at the Council including 
Elections and Licensing) utilise online legal resources because these contain 
access to up to date and maintained legislation, case law, templates and 
precedents, practice notes and guidance. 

4.2 Such access is essential to the legal team and other relevant officers in the 
Council to ensure decisions are appropriate and based on up to date law.  Such 
resources also allow for significant time saving and efficient work through the 
provision of maintained templates and precedents and practice notes on a wide 
range of legal practice areas. 

4.3 The Council already has an allocated budget for subscriptions to online legal 
resources and the Council has subscribed to a resource offered by Thomson 
Reuters for a number of years. 



4.4 Following conducting a free trial of a competing legal resource, LexisNexis, the 
team has agreed that this resource is comparative to the product offered by 
Thomson Reuters however the price difference is quite substantial with the 
LexisNexis resource being over £14,000 cheaper over a three year period. 

4.5 Given intellectual property rights in the legal resources they publish, Thomson 
Reuters (who offer the products Westlaw and Practical Law) and LexisNexis are 
the only two providers on the market which are able to offer online legal 
resources for the Council.  Additionally both providers have set fees for their 
packages which are not open to negotiation.  Therefore there is nothing to be 
gained from running a tendering process to award a contract to either supplier.  
Following investigations there are also no appropriate framework agreements 
under which the Council can call-off a contract to comply with tendering 
requirements.  Hence the recommendation to set aside the requirement to tender 
for this contract. 

4.6 The Council has fully engaged with both suppliers to achieve the best price 
possible for the products it requires and has thoroughly tested both resources to 
reach the conclusion which is the subject of the recommendation in this report. 

5 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 The Council has a budget for legal resources of £16,000 for 2020/21. 

5.2 The cost of the applicable LexisNexis package for the Council will be £28,695 for 
the first three years. 

6 CONSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT 

Article or Appendix 
and paragraph 

Referred or 
delegated power? 

Part 4. Contract 
Procedure Rules 

para 4.3(b) 

Delegated 

7 STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

7.1  This report contains no confidential information or exempt information under the 
provisions of Schedule 12A of 1972 Act. 

8 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

8.1 The background papers are available for inspection and kept by the author of 
the report. 

9 STATEMENT OF INTERNAL ADVICE 

9.1 The author (below) confirms that advice has been taken from all appropriate 
Councillors and Officers. 
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